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1 in that year of scarcity, 1789, when the harvest was cx-inely late, and the: yield uncertain even at the beginning of comber, the fint went forth from Dublin Castle that no wheat st for the present cross the Irish Sea to relieve the sctircity England.* If l-hul was the case between the .sister kingdoms, t certainly acted correctly in forbidding the export of flour to
nice.
Meanwhile, Anglo-French relations were decidedly cool, The ke of Dorset, our ambassador at Paris, reported that it s not dcsirtible for Kngllsh visitors to appear in the streets id the excitements that followed on the full of the Jiaatillc; :\ an agent, named Ilippisley, employed by him, reported it "the prejudices against the Knglish were very general— : pretext taken being our refusal to aid the French with iin, and our reception of M. Odonne, which, they contended, s in deference to the I'ollgnac.s.'" The Duke of Dorset also erred to the prevalence of wild rumours as to our efforts to Hroy the J'Yench .ships and doekyard at Hrcst, and to foment oi'dei'K in .France/'
Certainly we wui'o not foi'tuiiitU: in nur ambassador. In the u- 1786 the Uukc of Dorset had often .shown petty louchincss his relations with William Kden, besides jealously curbing the HM'ior abilities of his own suburdinaU:, Daniel llailes. Now xt they were gone, his despatches were thin and lacking in lance. After the fall of the JlnslMIu, he wrote to the Duke of :edn that "the greatest Revolution that we know of has been ectcd with, comparatively speaking, . . . the IOS.H of very few cs. From this moment we may consider France as a free Lintry, the King an a very limited monarch, and the nobility as .luccd to a level with the rest of the nation." He described the :tful visit of Louis XVI to I'aris on 171!) July as the moat initiating step lie could possibly take. " lie wan actually led triumph like a tame bear by the deputies and ihe city litia." He added, with an unusual flash of insight, that the oplc had not been led by any man or parly, " but merely by a general diffusion of reason and philosophy."
" Diopmorc P.," I, 5,(y, 550; "Ciimv.p. nf W. A. Miles," i, 7.iy. 1 " F. ().," !•'ranee, ,12.    Mem. hy Ilippihley, 3iM July tyBi;.   Ctikmne
aoino time rcsidi'il at Wimbledon IfciuNt!.  I!ti wan vrccivcii, lliounli very ally, ai Courl.
1 They were scl for ill in much detail in I'aiU ncwhpnporft of 351)1 July. I                                                    N Nst.," xxviii, 226-31,   For the tricks used in order to get corn exported to France, see " Auckland Journals," ii, 367.1791.Louis XVI and Neckerin May—June 1789, and the precipitation of the reformers at Versailles caused a rupture which was by no means inevitable, and which few if any had expected.tit," 30^.idly IIMJII*!.   A
